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Study on the Original Japanese Names (Yamato Kotoba) of

Human Bones Appeared in the Japanese Classical documents

Toru Noda

Department of Occupational Therapy, Faculty of Rehabilitation, Biwako Professional University of Rehabilitation

Abstract

The Japanese names of human body parts have been changed due to the several deep cultural influences along Japanese
history, mostly by the old Chinese and Korean culture. Especially the influences of Kampo-Medicine brought
numerous names of human body parts derived from Chinese language in Japan. This anatomical terminology became
the basis of Japanese Anatomical terminology. However, Japanese already had their original names of body parts in the
ancient Japanese language. Among these names, expressed by Yamato-Kotoba (the ancient style of Japanese words), we
still feel a trace of the “original” Japanese names at present. In this article, the author tries to pick up such old
expressions of human bones among the Japanese classical literature or documents, such as, “Shinsennjikyou”,
“Wamyouruijushou”, “Jikyoushu”, “Ruiijumyougishou”, and “Shintaiwamyoushu”. In order to distinguish the bone
names by original Japanese (Yamato-kotoba) from the words of the imported Chinese medical terms, the author
selected only the words having Japanese reading by “Man’yougana” or “Katakana”. As a result, more than 100 original
Japanese vocabulary related to human bones are collected. The author tried to classify them into several anatomical
regions, and made some comments from anatomical and dialect view point. This study would contribute to the

understanding of the ancient Japanese language and Japanese people.

Keywords: Human body, bones, Yamato-kotoba, Japanese
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